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M arch 18, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


I have reviewed your memoranda of March 8, March 10, and 
March 14, 1972, concerning requests for additional operating 
authorities to counter the North Vietnamese threat. 

All existing authorities are reaffirmed and should continue in 
effect. The requests for additional air and naval gunfire authori- 
ties are not approved at this time. 

Your request for authority to conduct three 24-hour strikes against 
SAM targets in the limited L-shaped area closest to the DMZ and 
the Laotian border passes also is disapproved at this time. 

Authority is granted for the employment of the area denial muni- 
tions in the northern portion of the DMZ, as requested by 
COMUSMACV, CINCPAC , and the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. 

The requests for additional authorities which you and the military 
commanders have submitted will be reassessed should the antici- 
pated major enemy assault begin. I request that in that event your 
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